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NATIONAL BUREAU OF EDUCATIONAL 
CORRESPONDENCE 

During June and July, the National Peabody Foundation for 
French-American Educational Correspondence, co-operating with 
the French Minister of Education, has conducted an official 
lecture tour of publicity throughout the educational institutions 
of France. In this capacity Dr. Andre Beziat of Vanderbilt 
University and Professor Andre Allix, official lecturer of the 
Alliance Francaise 1919-20, have visited French cities in order 
to obtain enrolments of French students, expecially of French 
girl students. The three thousand American girl students who 
during the last school year failed to receive their assignments of 
French girl correspondents, will receive such correspondents 
immediately after the opening of the American schools this fall. 
The teachers of the above classes of students may inform the 
Bureau as to when their schools open, otherwise these assignments 
will be sent late in September. 

One hundred thousand French enrolments are anticipated by 
the end of October. 

The principal schools of fourteen central and South American 
countries have been approached officially for co-operation in the 
Spanish-American correspondence. Assignments of Spanish- 
American correspondents will be sent out in October. 

The work of the Bureau has been extended to the higher 
institutions in France, and American college and university 
students may now be put in touch with suitable correspondents. 

All American instructors in institutions where correspondence 
with French and Spanish students is being carried on should 
warn their pupils that letters for France and Spain need a five 
cent stamp. Some French students have complained that their 
correspondents over here put on only a two cent stamp, which 
makes considerable trouble for them. 

To secure greater correlation between the intermediate and 
the high schools, a "Council on Modern Foreign Languages for 
Intermediate Schools" has been recently organized in Boston. 
This council is composed of the heads of the departments of 
modern foreign languages in the several high schools, together 
with representative teachers in the intermediate elementary 
schools. 
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Under the able leadership of Mr. William B. Snow, sub- 
committees have already been appointed to consider and report 
on courses of study, text-books, and kindred subjects. 

Such a committee should be productive of good results, especially 
along the line of eliminating waste and standardizing requirements. 

NINTH SEMI-ANNUAL MEETING OF THE NEW JERSEY 

MODERN LANGUAGE TEACHERS' ASSOCIATION, 

NEWARK, MAY 1, 1920 

In a paper dealing with the Improvement of the Teaching of 
Spanish, Mr. Lawrence A. Wilkins of New York laid special stress 
upon: 

The adoption of a new aim which seeks to lay a firm founda- 
tion for the use of the modern language in any and all the ways 
a language is used, not primarily and chiefly in the development 
of reading ability; 

A simplification of the work in reading so that, first, a smaller 
number of texts may be used in the first year or year and a half 
of the high-school course, and, secondly, that the classics may be 
altogether removed from the high-school course. Less of Polyeucte 
and more of Pollyanna; 

The use of more of the realia, the facts and real things of 
Spain and Spanish America; 

The elimination from our classes of those without linguistic 
ability, this elimination to be effected by carefully prepared 
prognosis and predetermination tests; 

The organization of the school program, so that language 
teachers may have but four periods a day of class recitation; 

The limitation of first year classes to thirty pupils; 

Better pay for teachers, including more dollars, more apprecia- 
tion and esteem by boards of education, and the sabbatical year 
for study abroad; 

The need of a changed attitude by many in authority towards 
Spanish, resulting in a realization of the importance of the language, 
of the fact that Spanish is not "easy" either to learn or to teach, 
that it should be taught for more important reasons than that it 
is a "practical" language, useful in commerce. 

In conclusion, all attempts to improve our teaching should 
have, as their one supreme intent, not the making of Spaniards 
or Spanish-Americans, but the making of sturdy, competent 
citizens of the United States. 

In the discussion that followed the assertion was made that 
our high-school aims in modern language teaching could be still 
further simplified. The one objective that our high-school 
courses can attain and that is productive of immediately useful 
results is the ability to read the foreign language with ease and 
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comfort. This does not mean that all our efforts, or even a 
considerable proportion of them, must be confined to translation. 
Nothing could be worse than spending a large part of our class- 
room time in translation. Real reading knowledge is most 
rapidly achieved thru regular, persistent and systematic oral 
and aural drill in the commonplaces of the language. This drill 
must be lively and energetic, should be supplemented by written 
work and regular practice in applying the knowledge thus acquired 
in reading. In this way the pupil is not only enabled to acquire a 
good reading knowledge in the shortest possible time, but he is 
also prepared adequately for continued progress in understanding, 
speaking and writing. 

Professor Percy A. Chapman of Princeton University, speaking 
for Princeton, dealt with some common misconceptions on the 
part of high-school teachers with regard to college entrance 
requirements. There is a long-standing complaint of high-school 
teachers to the effect that they are at a disadvantage as compared 
with certain private school teachers in the matter of training 
pupils for entrance to college, particularly in modern languages, 
because college requirements are at variance with the courses 
approved by the high schools, which are intended to develop 
a speaking knowledge and a certain familiarity with the history 
and customs of the country the language of which is being studied. 

Princeton regrets this situation extremely, if it exists, as 
Princeton is very anxious to have as many high-school graduates 
as possible among its students. Moreover, the modern language 
courses offered at Princeton are all given with a view to literary 
training, and it is impossible to find time in them to teach the 
spoken language or history and customs other than incidentally. 
Princeton is therefore trying by its requirements to leave as much 
liberty as possible to the schools, testing candidates rather on 
what they have actually done than on any prescribed course of 
study, and is emphasizing the importance of the spoken language 
by the introduction of oral and aural tests as a part of its entrance 
examinations. 

It is hoped that these measures will remove any disadvantages 
that may have been in the way of high-school students who 
wished to come to Princeton. The University further hopes 
that high-school teachers will realize the desire of its officers and 
faculty to assist them in any way possible, and will not hesitate to 
call upon them for information or advice. 

Mr. William Milwitzky of the Barringer High School, Newark, 
exhibited some excellent posters issued by the French railways, 
and made some valuable suggestions as to their use in the class- 
room as a basis for oral and composition work. It is expected 
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that Mr. Milwitzky may be able at some future meeting to deal in 
greater detail with the subject of realia in French. 

Edward Franklin Hauch, 

Acting President 
Rutgers College, 

New Brunswick, N. J. 

The Kansas Modern Language Association held its first general 
annual meeting in Topeka on April 24. The keen interest mani- 
fested by the teachers from all over the state who were in attend- 
ance augurs well for the future of language instruction in Kansas. 
The morning session was devoted to Round Table Conferences of 
the various modern language groups, while the afternoon was 
given over to a general session of the Association as a whole. 

The following is the program of the meeting: 

9:30 a. m. 

Round Table Conferences 
French 
Chairman, Ethel Vaughan, Kansas City, Kansas, High School, 

Vice-President for French. 
Discussion of Text-books in View of State Adoption. 
Spanish 
Chairman, Samuel J. Pease, State Manual Training Normal 

School, Vice-President for Spanish. 
Discussion of Text-books in View of State Adoption. 
German 
Chairman, John V. Cortelyou, Kansas State Agricultural College, 

Vice-President for German. 
A Survey of the Teaching of German in Kansas — Elmer F. Engel, 

University of Kansas. 

2:00 p. m. 
General Session 

Chairman, Eugenie Galloo, University of Kansas, President. 

Election of Officers. 

Kansas Modern Language Association Publicity — Lillian Dudley, 
Kansas State Normal School, Chairman of Publicity Com- 
mittee. 

The Correlation of the Work in Modern Languages in the Junior 
High School with that in the Senior High School and in the 
College— Kate L. Riggs, Lawrence High School. 

A New Aid to a Practical Vocabulary— John A. Hess, University 
of Kansas. 

The Foreign Language Clubs as Auxiliaries to Class-room 
Work — Alpha L. Owens, Baker University. 
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4:00 P. M. 
South America Today (illustrated lecture) — David L. Patterson, 

Professor of European History, University of Kansas. 

Officers of the Association for the year 1920-21 are: 

President, John V. Cortelyou, Kansas State Agricultural 
College. 

Vice-President for French, Marjorie Rickard, Fort Scott High 
School. 

Vice-President for Spanish, Velma Shelley, El Dorardo High 
School. 

Vice-President for German, Theodore W. Todd, Washburn 
College. 

Secretary-Treasurer, Amida Stanton, University of Kansas. 

The senior class of Bethlehem (Penn.) high school presented 
on May 4th last a Spanish play arranged by them entitled "La 
heredera de mi tia." The play was written and staged under 
the directorship of Mr. Allen V. Laub, instructor in Spanish in 
the high school. 

Notice to Members of the Association of Modern Language Teachers 
of the Central West and South and other Teachers: 
This Association has had the report of the committee on syllabi 
mimeographed at considerable expense and now stands ready to 
furnish copies of the French and German syllabi, gratis, to all 
applying for them. The Spanish Syllabus will be published in 
the Journal. The Syllabi should be of value to all teachers. In 
applying, please enclose a two-cent stamp. Address: 

C. H. Handschin, Sec'y-Treas. 
Oxford, Ohio. 

NOTICE 

Members of the Modern Language Teachers' Association of 
the Central West and South will please note that the October 
number of The Modern Language Journal will be sent to all last 
year's members. However, all subscriptions not paid by the time 
the November Journal is mailed will be cancelled. Please note 
also the advance in the fee from $1.50 to $2.00 per year. Members 
are therefore requested to remit by November 15th at the latest 
to the undersigned. 

This new regulation is necessary since numerous subscriptions 
have to date remained unpaid. Some assert that they did not 
receive the Journal, others state that they did not consider them- 
selves subscribers. The result is that our finances are not in 
satisfactory condition. The new regulation is intended to remedy 
this. 

C. H. Handschin, Sec'y-Treas. 
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A member of the editorial board who has been visiting a 
number of schools and universities in Switzerland and Italy writes: 
"The two things which have struck me in the schools I have 
attended have been the old fashioned methods of teaching 
the languages, almost all by translation and grammar, and the 
solid position German has retained here. It is still taught in all 
the higher schools with English as an alternative, and tho the 
classes have become smaller during the war, they have by no 
means disappeared. Nowhere in France, Italy or Switzerland 
have I seen any hint of a movement toward the introduction of 
Spanish; even the universities do not offer it in any form. French 
is taught in all the higher schools in Italy, but in the earlier 
classes, German or English being given four years at the end of 
the modern course in the liceo, the school which directly feeds 
the university. Those taking Greek have only French as a 
modern language." 

Our readers know, of course, that much interest is taken in 
Spanish in certain French universities, especially at Montpellier, 
and that Spanish is taught in some of the lycSes, at any rate. 
The managing editor attended a very interesting class at the lycte 
of Bordeaux in 1915. 

Professor Laurence M. Riddle of the Romance department 
of the University of Southern California is spending a sabbatical 
year in study at Johns Hopkins University. Professor Riddle 
was made an "officier d'Academie" and decorated with the aca- 
demic palms by the French government in recognition of his 
services on behalf of the Alliance Francaise of Los Angeles. 
Professor H. A. Austin, who has been for a number of years in the 
Romance department of the University of Michigan, will have 
charge of the department during Professor Riddle's absence. 

Lander McClintock, instructor in French at Swarthmore 
College, has been appointed to an assistant professorship in the 
University of Indiana. 

The following visiting professors gave courses in the Romance 
department of the University of Chicago during the summer 
quarter: 

M. A. Buchanan, University of Toronto, D. H. Carnahan, 
University of Illinois, Albert Leon Guerard, Rice Institute, 
Antonio Heras y Zamorano, University of Minnesota, Raffaello 
Piccoli, University of Pfca, M. A. Colton, U. S. Naval Academy, 
F. E. Guyer, Dartmouth College, R. T. Hill, Yale University, 
E. R. Sims, University of Texas. 
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Mr. Louis Allen, instructor in the Romance department of 
Illinois, has accepted an assistant professorship at the State 
University of Oklahoma. 

Professor Marian P. Whitney of Vassar, one of the editors 
of the Journal, spent the spring and summer in Europe visiting 
France, Italy and other countries. 

Professor Albert Schinz of Smith College, whose recent book 
on French war literature has just appeared, returned from Europe 
recently after a six months' stay. 

The Spanish department of Cornell University gave a "velada 
literario-musical" on July 30 under the direction of Professor 
H. G. Doyle, aided by Messrs. Hespelt, Sherwell, Arratia, Mrs. 
Morrison, and Miss Catherine Lowe. In addition to Spanish 
dances by Mrs. Morrison and Miss Seidman and Spanish songs, 
two short plays were given, one of them a "Chascarillo en acci6n" 
of Jacinto Benavente, and the other a "juguete comico" of Luis 
Cocat and H. Criado. 

Olin H. Moore, who went to Northwestern University last 
autumn as associate professor in the Romance department, has 
accepted a professorship at Ohio State University. 

B. M. Woodbridge, who was called to Rice Institute two 
years ago from the University of Texas, returns this autumn to 
Austin as professor of French. 



